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Montréal June 3rd
The Glass Art association of Canada conference has ended last Sunday May 30th,.The lectures were greatly appreciated by the 202 registered participants that mostly came from Canada as well as six other countries. Some of the most memorable lectures were given by: Susan Edgerley and Donald Robertson on their past projects with the French Daum company and the Mont Tremblant Casino’s monumental chandelier; Sarah Hall on her architecturally integrated photovoltaic art glass projects; Lucio Bubacco, the Venetian master of flame worked glass, on the mythology and symbolism of his sculptures; Peter Powning, the mixed media and glass sculptor, on his commissioned, architecturally integrated and public installations; Clifford Rainey, the Irish sculptor, on his pate de verre sculptures; Tina Oldknow, the author and Corning museum of glass curator, drawing a fascinating parallel between the works of a hundred glass artists, starting from the 60s; and many upcoming glass artists on the start of their glass art careers.

Among the many demonstrations, Tyler Rock’s glass blowing demonstration was particularly spectacular and Jocelyne Prince with eight of her students created an experimental demonstration combining sheet glass, glass blowing, sound effect, thermal shock with a DJ.

The GAAC Conference was the perfect occasion to honour, the two glass artists, François Houdé and Ronald Labelle, that cofounded Espace VERRE and to honour Kevin Lockau, the glass sculptor from Ontario, for his many career achievements.

The conference closing ceremony was this spectacular glass fashion Show, called VERRE COUTURE, le defile (Fashion Show). It was a great happening for the public, the fashion industry and the Quebec glass art communities alike!

Pairs of glass art and fashion creators revealed their original and stunning glass and couture garments. Afterwards, the 500 spectators were asked to vote for their three favorite creations (picture). The top public favorite was Jean-Marie Giguere and Joseph Helmer’s spectacular ethereal and resounding gown! The second public favorite was Karine Demers and Harricana’s native inspired fur and glass garment with glass shoulder pads and headdress. The third public favorite was Tanya Lyons and Marie Saint-Pierre’s pure and elegant dress.

VERRE COUTURE, Le defile (fashion show), co-produced by Espace VERRE and the Montreal Science Center, took place on Saturday May 29th during the Glass Art Association of Canada’s Conference and 2010 Montreal, City of Glass. It was co-directed and animated by Laura Donefer, glass artist and Philippe Dubuc, fashion designer.

The first part of the event revealed the collaborated creations of the paired glass artists and fashion designers: Jean-Marie Giguere with Joseph Helmer; Carolyne Brouillard with Rene Leblanc; Gerald Collard with Valerie Dumaime; Karina Guevin with Nadya Toto; Patrick Primeau with Travis Taddeo; Cedric Ginart with Philippe Dubuc; Catherine Labonte with Eve Gravel; Michele Lapointe with Ying Gao; Marie Pierre Daigle with Yves-Jean Lacasse; Dimitri Chris with Aurelien Dore; Tanya Lyons with Marie Saint-Pierre; Stephanie Metivier with Melissa Nepton; Karine Demers with Harricana and Laura Sasseville with Renata Morales.

The second part of the glass fashion show revealed the creations of fifteen glass artists, from Canada, Israel, Japan and the United States, presenting various types of garments from glass lingerie to a laser gown.

The three public favorites will be displayed at the McCord Museum of Montreal during the summer 2010. Other possible exhibitions are presently being organized; please visit our website regularly to get more details. In the meantime, you can view all the creations on our Facebook page, and two short videos taken during the first part and the second part of the event.

The Bureau de la mode of Montreal, the SODEC and L'Oréal Paris supported Espace VERRE, for this initiative.
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